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Camels are a principal means of transport in the wide, desert expanse of landlocked Niger where roads are often absent. In 
2019 the country faced a humanitarian crisis, as drought threatened water supplies and agriculture.
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NIGER#34
OVERVIEW ANALYSIS COUNTRY HIGHLIGHTS

Located in the Sahara Desert, Niger is one of the world’s hottest countries. Of Niger’s land, 
four-fifths is desert, but the southern fifth is savannah where livestock are raised, and some 
agriculture is undertaken. Food insecurity is a perpetual problem. Harsh environmental 
conditions are exacerbated by climate change, including increased droughts and desertification. 
The country’s culture is rich and old, but few tourists visit the hot climate. Of the countries that 
surround landlocked Niger, five of the seven are in conflict. Refugees from Malian and Nigerian 
conflicts are a burden for the poor host country. Despite the myriad of challenges faced by this 
poor country, Niger climbed two positions in ACBR 2019 to a ranking of 34th place.

•	 Niger has some of the world’s largest 
uranium deposits

•	 Foreign donor assistance is strong, 
aiding the impoverished country’s 
development

•	 An established livestock sector, 
including tanning, exists in the south

•	 Desertification and droughts threaten 
agricultural production

•	 An uneducated and unhealthy 
population requires significantly more 
social services

•	 Terrorist activity spills across borders 
from neighbouring countries
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BUSINESS OVERVIEW

BUSINESS SCORES & RANKINGS

BUSINESS STATISTICS

NIGER BUSINESS ANALYSIS #25
SCORE

CONSUMPTION (#9)

LABOUR (#51)

MARKET FREEDOM (#10)

PRODUCTION (#46)

TECHNOLOGY (#34)

PRIME LENDING 
RATE

5.4%

INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION 
GROWTH

5%

LABOUR FORCE IN 
MILLIONS

6.5 million

% POPULATION IN 
URBAN CENTRES

16.4%
(#53)

(#40)

(#23) (#3)(#18)

Regional Average Continental Average 2017 Score

Located in a troubled portion of West 
Africa, Niger is one of the world’s poorest 
countries and struggles to finance the 
development of their natural resources. 
Consequently, the population is beholden 
to subsistence farming, which has become 
problematic due to perpetual droughts. 
Agriculture contributes nearly 42% to GDP 
and provides work to 80% of Nigeriens. 
However, in monetary terms, the value 
of agricultural production is low. This is 
reflected in the number of Nigeriens living 
in poverty, estimated to be about 45% of 
the population.

Healthy industrial growth of 7% in 2017 is 
attributed to mining activity. The opening 
of Niger’s first railway – the initial 574 
km of the line was opened in 2016 – was 

intended to boost the transport of ore 
while also giving Nigerien exports access 
to the Gulf of Guinea by connecting to 
Benin’s rail line to the port city of Cotonou. 
Because car ownership is restricted by the 
poverty of a majority of the population, 
much transportation is still accomplished 
by camel caravans, particularly across the 
desert expanses that constitute 80% of 
Niger’s landmass. Only about one-fifth of 
the country’s 19,675 km of roads is paved. 
Due to industrial and transportation 
advances during the year under review, 
Niger enjoyed one of the largest upsurges 
in rank of any country in ACBR 2019 in the 
Business quadrant. The country catapulted 
15 placements upwards from the very low 
position of 40th in the previous period of 
review to a mid-range 25th place.

15

BUSINESS DATA COMMENTARY
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0.02 million
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#38

Niger 
data availability

64.84%

The lowest of all quadrants, Niger currently scores 64.84% for 
business data availability, thus ranking 38th continentally. This 
falls considerably short of both the regional average for Western 
Africa, which currently stands at 79.53%, as well as the continental 
average of 77.78%. Currently bolstered by mineral exports, Niger’s 
commercial sector is lacking in entrepreneurial dynamism and 
remains hampered by underdeveloped and poorly governed data 
collection systems.
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Apart from mineral exports, Niger’s economy is largely centred on 
subsistence crops and livestock, thus impeding the maximization 
of economic data availability. At present, Niger’s economic data 
availability score is 67.52%, thus ranking 37th continentally. Along 
with the previous quadrant, this too compares fairly poorly with 
the respective regional and continental averages of 80.88% and 
77.78%. Enhanced economic data availability requires urgent 
strategic prioritisation.

ECONOMIC OVERVIEW

ECONOMIC SCORES & RANKINGS

ECONOMIC STATISTICS

NIGER ECONOMIC ANALYSIS #25
SCORE

EMPLOYMENT (#46)

GROWTH (#21)

INCLUSION (#11)

STRENGTH & DIVERSITY (#16)

TRADE & INVESTMENT (#29)

INFLATION RATE

1%

TRADE BLOC
MEMBERSHIP

ECOWAS, UEMOA

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

0.3%

GDP PER CAPITA

US$ 1,200
(#48) (#1) (#7)

Regional Average Continental Average 2017 Score

Niger’s economy has grown continuously 
since 2005, which is when the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) gifted the country 
a 100% debt relief by cancelling US$ 86 
million in debts. This, along with continuing 
foreign donor aid that provides revenue to 
meet half of the government budget, frees 
up financial resources for initiatives to 
reduce poverty. Poverty reduction is a main 
concern for the IMF and donor nations, 
who were facilitators of Niger’s new 
energy sector and railway line. Additional 
gold and uranium production will help 
the economy to become self-sustaining. 
Economic stimulus is required to increase 
GDP growth, which was a sluggish 1.8% 
in 2018 after a lacklustre 1.5% growth in 
2017. Widespread poverty has limited the 
country’s retail sector.

In 2019, production began at Savannah 
Petroleum’s Amdigh oilfield. The 15% 
of Nigerien land that is suitable for crop 
growing follows the Niger River on the 
country’s southern border with Nigeria. 

Government revenues in 2017 of US$ 
1.8 billion were insufficient to cover the 
spending of US$ 2.2 billion. However, 
due to higher commodity prices and 
electricity sales to neighbouring countries, 
Nigerian exports of US$ 4.1 billion in 2017 
were significantly higher than imports 
purchased at US$ 1.8 billion. Advances 
in the energy and transportation sectors 
and government’s better financial position 
prompted Niger’s two position rise in the 
Economics quadrant to 25th place.

2

ECONOMIC DATA COMMENTARY

BUDGET SURPLUS (+) 
OR DEFICIT (-)

-4.4%

FDI NET INFLOWS

US$ 301 million

CURRENCY AND 
GOLD RESERVES

N/A

GDP AT PPP

US$ 21.8 billion

REGIONAL 
AVERAGE

80.88%

AFRICAN 
AVERAGE

77.78%

CONTINENTAL 
RANK

#37

Niger
data availability

67.52%

(#36) (#N/A) (#28)(#33)
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POLITICAL OVERVIEW

POLITICAL SCORES & RANKINGS

POLITICAL STATISTICS

NIGER POLITICAL ANALYSIS #24
SCORE

DEMOCRACY (#24)

FREEDOM (#21)

GOVERNANCE (#23)

JUSTICE (#20)

STABILITY (#30)

NUMBER OF RIGHTS

46

REFUGEE INFLOW

173,170

MILITARY EXP AS
% OF GDP

2.5%

NUMBER OF 
POLITICAL PARTIES

16
(#14) (#8) (#35)

Regional Average Continental Average 2017 Score

In 2011 Niger was liberated from military 
and single-party rule by holding a multi-
party election. Mahamadou Issoufou was 
elected president, and was re-elected 
in 2016. He is the first president of the 
country’s 7th republic, established with 
the 2010 constitution. The governmental 
and legal systems are based on the French 
model but contain elements of Islamic law 
and local customary law as well.

The decades of coups d’état and counter-
coups ensured that national development 
was effectively stalled, despite the good 
will of international donors. Since 2011, 
development has returned. A country 
that is 80% Muslim seeks links with the 
Islamic world, but Niger also enjoys strong 
ties with the West. While maintaining a 

base in Niamey to launch military drones 
in support of France’s anti-insurgency 
campaigns in the Sahel, the US announced 
in 2016 a new US$ 100 million military 
airbase in Agade in Niger’s central area. 
The new base will expand the American 
military’s drone capacity to strike in Africa’s 
heartland. 

For the West, Niger is second only to 
Djibouti as Africa’s most important country 
for counter-insurgency and anti-terror 
operations. The country has a strategic 
central location in Western Africa, with 
close proximity to the surrounding terror 
hotspots of Libya, Mali and Nigeria. While 
political life was stable in the country, 
Niger’s position in the Politics quadrant 
dropped by one place relative to other 
nations to 24th.

1

POLITICAL DATA COMMENTARY

CAPITAL 
PUNISHMENT

Special Cases

WOMEN IN 
PARLIAMENT

17%

NET OFFICIAL 
DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE

US$ 951 million

DATE OF 
INDEPENDENCE

08/03/1960

(#22)

REGIONAL 
AVERAGE

87.10%

AFRICAN 
AVERAGE

82.86%

CONTINENTAL 
RANK

#28

Niger 
data availability

85.11%

The highest of all quadrants, Niger presently scores a relatively 
high 85.11% for political data availability, thus ranking 28th 
continentally. This falls slightly short of the regional average of 
87.10% but exceeds the continental average of 87.10%. Following 
the re-election of Mahamadou Issofou in 2016, Niger has been 
experiencing internal instability along with violent spill-over from 
Mali and Libya, thus attracting heightened attention and coverage 
from media and political watchdogs.

(#19) (#32)
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SOCIETAL OVERVIEW

SOCIETAL SCORES & RANKINGS

SOCIETAL STATISTICS

NIGER SOCIETAL ANALYSIS #49
SCORE

EDUCATION (#50)

EQUALITY (#35)

FOOD SECURITY (#46)

HEALTH (#45)

SUSTAINABILITY (#47)

SEXUALITY 
TOLERANCE

Legal

HIV PREVALENCE

0.4%

LIFE EXPECTANCY

55.9 years

POPULATION SIZE
AND GROWTH RATE

19,245,344 3.19% p.aat
(#18) (#6) (#41) (#41)

Regional Average Continental Average 2017 Score

With the world’s highest fertility rate 
of 6.35 children per woman, Nigeriens’ 
gravest social threat is overpopulation. The 
population growth of 3.16% is twice that 
of GDP growth. With poverty reducing 
life spans and accounting for the world’s 
5th-highest infant mortality rate, Nigeriens 
seek large families to sustain labour-
intensive subsistence farming activities. 

Because agriculture is limited to a relatively 
small band of land to the far south of 
the country, the environmental strain on 
available land and water resources grows 
yearly. A pervasive lack of good healthcare 
combined with harsh environmental 
conditions also contributes to a low life 
expectancy of 56 years. 

About 38% of urban residents have access 
to modern plumbing, while only 5% of rural 
residents have this. Among children under 
the age of five, 32% are underweight, 
the 6th-highest rate in the world. Many 
children face a future of enslavement. 
Slavery is illegal, but government is slow on 
eradication efforts. Because they engage 
in child labour, 43% of children never see 
a classroom. Education levels are low, 
evidenced by the 19% of the population 
who are literate, 27% of men and 11% 
of women. Niger’s poverty and lack of 
development is slowly changing, but for 
now the country continues to hold a low 
ranking among the bottom 10 countries 
in the Society quadrant, dropping two 
positions in this survey to 49th place.

SOCIETAL DATA COMMENTARY

SOCIAL MEDIA 
PENETRATION

2%

PRIMARY EXPENDITURE
(% OF EDU. TOTAL)

45.78%

HEALTH EXPENDITURE 
(% OF GDP)

7.17%

ACCESS TO DRINKING 
WATER

58.2%
(#19)

REGIONAL 
AVERAGE

81.63%

AFRICAN 
AVERAGE

75.28%

CONTINENTAL 
RANK

#33

Niger
data availability

75.51%

In addition to its political challenges, Niger is presently confronted 
with a host of developmental obstacles, including energy poverty, 
ecological degradation, poor service delivery, demographic 
dislocations and gender inequality. At present, Niger’s societal data 
score of 75.52%, which ranks 33rd continentally, reflects a lingering 
inability to resolve these issues. Falling short of the regional average 
of 81.63% and standing just above the continental average of 
75.28%, significant improvements are necessary.

(#41) (#13) (#49)
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